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1. EARLY IN MY LONG MEETING WITH FAHMY LAST NIGHT, HE 
ASKED WHAT NEWS I HAD BROUGHT ABOUT ARMS FOR EGYPT. HE 
RECALLED PRESIDENT FORD'S PUBLIC STATEMENT AND WANTED TO 
KNOW HOW WE ARE PROCEEDING. THE SUBJECT. HE POINTEDLY 
NOTED, IS OF MAJOR IMPORTANCE TO SADAT. 

2. 1 TOLD FAHMY I HAD DISCUSSED THE QUESTION WITH YOU. 

YOU HAD ASKED ME TO CONVEY YOUR VIEW THAT IT WILL NOT RPT 
NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR US TO SELL ANY DEFENSIVE WEAPONS UNTIL 
THE NEW DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT IS FULLY IMPLEMENTED 
I.E. AFTER FEBRUARY OF NEXT YEAR. HOWEVER, PRELIMINARY 
TALKS ON THE SUBJECT COULD BEGIN DURING PRESIDENT SADAT'S 
UPCOMING VISIT TO WASHINGTON. SOMETHING MIGHT EVEN 
BE PUT INTO THE COMMUNIQUE ON THE SUBJECT. I RECALLED 
THAT IN TESTIFYING BEFORE THE CONGRESS ON THE AMERICAN 
TECHNICIANS PROPOSAL, YOU HAD STATED THAT NO ARMS 
COMMITMENT TO EGYPT HAD BEEN MADE AS A PRICE FOR THE 
RECENT DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT. AS HE AND PRESIDENT 
SADAT WOULD RECOGNIZE, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT ADEQUATE 
GROUNDWORK BE LAID FOR POSSIBLE FUTURE ARMS SALES. 

TO MOVE PREMATURELY ON THIS SENSITIVE SUBJECT RUNS 
THE RISK OF GENERATING A CONGRESSIONAL BAN BEFORE 
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GIVEN INSTRUCTIONS TO TRY TO FIND SOME WAY TO BREAK OUT 
THE LONG-PROMISED C-130'S. THIS IS CURRENTLY BEING 
EXPLORED. WE HAVE ALSO URGED BRITISH TO SELL ARMS TO 
EGYPT. 

3. SINCE STATE 243373 HAD JUST BEEN RECEIVED, I THEN 
TOLD FAHMY ABOUT YOUR "MEET THE PRESS" INTERVIEW AND 
THE EXCHANGE THAT TOOK PLACE DURING IT ABOUT ARMS. 

AT HIS REQUEST, I READ HIM THE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

FAHMY WAS FRANKLY UPSET. WHY HAD YOU SPECIFICALLY 
MENTIONED SADAT? A GENERAL REFERENCE TO EGYPT WOULD 
HAVE SUFFICED. NOW THE SUBJECT WILL APPEAR EVERYWHERE 
AND BE VIEWED IN THE ARAB WORLD AS A DIRECT REBUTTAL 
TO SADAT AFTER THE PRESIDENT'S RECENT INTERVIEW 

ON DUTCH TV. THE SYRIANS AND PALESTINIANS WILL CROW 
THAT SADAT HAS "CANCELLED" HIS RELATIONS WITH THE 
SOVIETS AND, IN RETURN, HAS NOW RECEIVED A PUBLIC 
TURNDOWN FROM US. THE STATEMENT HAS UNDERCUT 
SADAT'S VISIT BEFORE IT EVEN BEGINS. THE PESIDENT WILL 
BE FURIOUS AND FAHMY KEPT ASKING HOW HE WAS GOING TO PRESENT 
THIS TO SADAT. I TOLD HIM THAT IF HE WISHED I WOULD BE 
PERFECTLY WILLING TO EXPLAIN THE MATTER TO THE PRESIDENT. 
FAHMY DID NOT TAKE UP MY OFFER, BUT REMAINED VISIBLY 
UNHAPPY ABOUT THIS MATTER. 

4. AS A FOOTNOTE TO THE ABOVE, ALL CAIRO PAPERS 
TODAY CARRY SHORT ITEMS DRAWN FROM THE WIRE SERVICES 
REPORTS ABOUT YOUR REMARKS TO "MEET THE PRESS." AHRAM 
AND AKHBAR, PROBABLY AS A RESULT OF OFFICIAL GUIDANCE, 

IGNORE YOUR VIEW THAT USG IS UNABLE TO MAKE ANY 

SPECIFIC COMMITMENTS RE MILITARY AID TO EGYPT DURING SADAT'S 
VISIT. THE TWO PAPERS REPORT ONLY THE STATEMENT THAT THE 
USG WILL BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS THE PROBLEM WITH SADAT. 
GUMHURIYA CARRIES YOUR PERTINENT REMARKS IN GREATER 
DETAIL, BUTPLACES THE SECTION ON MILITARY AID ON PAGE 2. 

ALL PAPERS REPORT YOUR COMMENT THAT THE AID PACKAGE TO 
ISRARAEL WAS NOT INCREASED AS A RESULT OF THE RECENT 
DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT. 
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